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Diſcite, O miſeri! & rerum . cauſas: 
Quid ſumus, & quidnam victuxi gignimur ; ordo 


Quis datus——Quem te Deus eſſe 
_ Juſſi, F 
ien Sat. I 


LON DON. 
Printed for M. Coors, at the Globe in Pater-naſfera 
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To the Younger Part of the Toux. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Very ſenſible Man, e Nime 
A moſt of you I dare fay have met 

with, for it is mentioned in many 
Romances, uſed to thank God principally 
for three Things: That he was a Man, 
an Athenian, and a Philoſopher. | What 
Expreflions'of Gratitude aſcend to Heaven 
from any of you for Obligations equal or 
analogous to: theſe, I do believe all your 
Acquaintance, of the leaſt Penetration, 


need not be informed. I will; if you 


pleaſe, offer you my Opinion of the Rea- 
ſon of Plato's N on theſe Oc- 
cafions. < 
As a Man, he was s poſſeſſed of Reaſon; 
as an Athenian, he had excellent Oppor- 
tunities of acquiring -Learning and Know- 
ledge; and as a Philoſopher, he underſtood 
and reverenced Religion: That very Reli- 
gion of Nature, ſo much admired in the 
1 Profeſſions 


—QUU—U —U—ää— — w — — ſ — — 
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lv DEDtQATION, 
Profeſſions of many Men of Faſhion , wha 


: 
U 


—And therefore I ſuſpect bim of a very 


# Sarcaſm in his Thankfulgeſs for be- 
ng a Man. Many Creatures moved up- 


ri diſcerned and practiſed the general 
DI 


s of Life, of whom 4 never- 


: 48 on 


1 1 4 TO Seat of Science . 
Politeneſs, he obſeryed many human Fi- 
gutes truly _ proportioned, and accurately 
; #darned for, Gentlemen, you are not the 
ßFoſt Set in the World gependent on De- 
cotatiqn for a ſummun bonum: Athens had 
Thauſandg of well. dreſſed 85 reatures : But 
Plato admits pot one of them into his De- 
nh ee the Beginning 

ue hatical Perth of Thankſ- 
n Pry e could find in every 
Tribe of Ae Numbers that equalled 
thats at leaſt, in all Operations not vicious 
and nongtural. Fot, on the Nature of 

Man he founds. the Piznity of him, and 
thence derives his Acknowledgements to 
dhe Author of 1 ſo eminent a Charafter— 


: 


A Being conduged by Reaſon, RefieSion, 


and. mor Te through the. va- 
rijoys- Engagements a Connections of 
Lifes. through th Jeveral _ Offices of its 
Coal 00 Dito es of 1 its Order in th 
univerſal, Syſtem eig nv i e 4.2 
Such 2 Baier Geaplemen, is a Man. 


ſift his Sarcaſm a little 


Foy, will oblery — 
Vibe e N 


rac an, - hillk he tiff have 

4 left us SON, to this Effect. I hey 
claim the ame Orig SA cad Pefftegen 
have the ame 1 81805 Ehdowniehtd and 
| Qualifications are“ fitted 155 intended to 
rank YR 905 „ oette e how thi for- 
n hege. They 


feit th onor 
f 4 ene e Di e 'of Rea- 


ſon, baniſh R uu, ad ſuppreſs all 
Incitemęnts 40 e rw They 


deſert all the Patbs | of Virtue and Piſcre- 


tion, ſcorn the fair Fields of Sobriety and 


Innocence —launch without Star or Com- 
paſs 


&t tuppan and Part BE! the 
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: paſs into the dangerous Ocean of Volop- 
tuouſneſs; and drive without Helm or 
Pilot amidff the demea Wed ice 
and Folly. . 9 

Are not ye ſtartled, Goklaites * Do 
ye ſee nothing in this  Deſeriptibn; that 
rouſes your: RecpllgBond Do you know 
no Creatures, und er theſe Predicaments ? 
The E Metaphor 1s too hard for ye — ſtrip 
him and let him tell 3 ye the naked Truth. 
—They tive with as little Appearance of 
Thinking as any loſe that OG: with 


as little Attentipn to moral Obligations as 
any Beaſt that preys They wound their 


F aculties by a thouſand Modesnof Affec- 


tation, and 0 ir Con ſeiences i in Bro- 


thels. r F Sr Wits 16 7717 71 = 1 
If ye have in, all your n 


Man of one ſingle Grain of Senſe and 

Candor, aſk bm if he cannot ſhew 7e 
Numbers of this Stamp. It will not in- 
terfere with Gogd-breeding—not at all 
diſtreſs Jour Politeneſ— the Search will 
give your Friend very little Trouble 
and 1 lato will ſoon be juſtified for ante 
ing God that he Was a Man. | 


Very well. But why ſo thankful for 
being an 1 Athenian Other Parts of Greece 
were 


90 


DEDICATION. wi 


were equally . pleaſant—and there wers 


other Conſtitutions equally caſy — why 
this Diſtinction therefore ? 1 will tell ye 
Gentlemen : 1 And. I will neither wonder 
that the Streſs of your Queſtions lies on 
Eaſe. and Pleaſure, nor that the true An: 
ſwer does not occur to vou. e. 


There were other Conſtitutions equally 
good and caſy— There is a Conſtitution 
now in the World vaſtly ſuporior to any 
that ever exiſted before it, and more 
ductive of real Happineſs" add 6 5 I 
Its greateſt Imperfection i is an 1 
Mildneſs in laying no roper ' Reſtraints 


on the Profligacy of Savages of F *aſhion, 


and no effectual Diſcouragemehts on the 
Libertiniſm of Wretches of Didtinction. 
But this is befide his Ns fe 


His Thankfulneſs in thi Particular 
aroſe from the floriſhing — Tohdirign of 
Learning—the improved Sta of 0 the moſt 
valuable Arts of Life the great Advance: 
ment of moral Studies. —und the Perfec- 
tion of Decency, the only genuine : Polite- 
neſs. All theſe His great Maſter had 
planted, and he found them thriving i in 


the Schools and Colleges of that cele- 


brated City: Where virtuous Curioſity 


5 ONT had 
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had perpetual Opportunities of atisfac- 
tion, , and whete: JIanorance was infamous. 1 
_ © ,Lwokoround! ye. Ge chtlemen. Do * 
ko- . no Country acts Learning 1 
Science flariſh & Where all the uſeful Arts 
relative to Man 48 4 rational moral Cre 
ture are thot oughiy underftoad ? Out 0 
mere Politenefs (fron Refletion'T expect 
nothing from ye hn ill certainly h 
Me do. ig 187 54 ieee bn 93 
Pray then 66 unitles 

with 00 A any : e 
Country which Ehallerges the Wöfld for 
the, Gukixztion and Improvement afifaund 
Learning and true,\Philpſaphy,o, We pre- 
tend; ton mor Me am that is 
are PPeNao WREI®.y8j. ay Lleagn, oth 2 
real Wiſqomer we ran rey caleg Re 

It is taught th god Senſe. 9 
ed by, gopd| Argument tag ;, Frath,. Im- 
been and Preyatication, we. leave 
to che Preach chat Country that 
furniſhes, your. raidery; and Tinſel. 
Theſe, Schgolgare open. Bo ye frequent 

| 12 Come, come, I. will not puzzle ye, 


I mean; the Churches, Do. ye not waſte 
thoſe. Hours in Folly and dfculous Idle 


neſs, that reaſonable People allow to ſe- 
rious 


x 
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| DE DIC AT ION. ix 
rlous Furpoſes? And what do ye waſte 
beſideꝝ Time — ye can ever recall. Con- 
ſeience ye can un wer Une eih And 


Character ye know not how to value. 
This s not all: Ve are not contented 
here: Tour Fresdotis with religibus Sub 


jects are amazingly unbecominge An In- 
dex, ora Title Page, on proffigato Com- 
panion, has lent d the Names and Scraps 
of lodſe iminoral Writerts- With theſe 
wretched Materials. ye ſet up i the Pro- 
feſſion of Iuidelity— pretzily ſneer at the 
Bible, and ſhew a fovereigny . 
er eee. e 
In this Carter ef Ech and 1 

tinence, a you Aue kiopþ'd" ahd “ Examfied. 
What is. che Cohfetzuenbe P Nöt the leaſt 
Knowledge of tlie Subject, Ybt ons Mark 
of Reading or Reflection, ndt the ffhteft 
Traces of Brudidon or Arz üzent ate ail. 
covered i you”! This: — ſhameful. 
Let any Fofeigner upon Barth,” with a 
plain honeſt U fad totally neutral 
in this Queſtion; a Hottentot if you Van, 
be deſired to determine. Tell him” you 
induſtrioully treat with” Scbrn and © Con- 
tumely a Subject held in Higheſt Venera- 
tion. by the ſobereſt, diſcrꝭeteſt Part of 
3 you 


- Sammy Oy me ——ů————˖ꝙ—.ðle 2 — — 
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x DEDICATION; 


your Countrymen the Evidences of the 


Truth of it you, have never examined— 
the Nature of, its; Proofs. you, neyer once 
conſidered. —Tell him there are in Eng- 


land the beſt Opportunities in the World 


of. underſtanding. the Merits 4 FR Cauſe, 
RO or 


all which. you deliberately negl 
main in utter Ignorance ; Then 
Opinion of you, ee 
found him—Amazement wor 
dumb. There is np Aggrava 7 this 
State of . your, Caſeg I, ar w 95 LV 
matelꝝy adyudged, it. e 
your Quilt that ye ere gi 16 917 

yy nit 75 f or 
being a Philoſoph ide W 


Pale, ache e IS = "FO 5 
uoreatenable to Dobro Wl 1 1 1 765 


* td a little ppl ch ep Ft 

ww way bib; yottceroteM ni — 
— — ut „ zuis Aſellum Har: 
 dvxompe decent perentem eurrere from. 


Your preſent Frarit!'6P Wind Can admit 
no ſuch Sentiment, . On) your firft Return 
to Humanity ye would imunediately per- 
ceive the Propriety of this Part of his 
Thadkighving gant 27 JYoy lon | 


5e (31}513-Dnr 4c 1d 


wo ns True 


DE DICAT ION. = 


True Philoſophy is for ever accompa- 
nied with Modeſty and Hitnility of Mind, 


with Sobricty of Judgment, ard u bent 
Diffidence of its own "Penetration; It 
therefore meets in All its Reſearches per- 
orig Occaſions of cherltking undd itnprov- 
ar Quiet, 4 nd 66 048 Materi- 
a 10 Picat f fd Adora- 
t fen A4 Pfeaktte as the Mien 
a, e of the beſt Writers and 
e op if th&Warld; with 4 mi6@Jit 
Contempt ky Gillett, \inke PhIofojthdts?” 
„ HS Pier BH "Arne md 
D heli have RHoated on che Hüfface 
nltip and Fhidetöpprp, chtongka che 
Vale f 4 canceited” Imagination: have 
dreamed oy farkonied? all its Depths, 
aud A 2. ery impiotis Uſttpation have 
preſcribed jn Matters they did not under- 
tand. N. og AoAee———mmmmon, 
There is an caſy certain Prevention or 
e Ane 1 9 T2100 1 
El fu, cehta piaculd'goe te 
Ter Pub? Refs Poter unt tetfeart Litell. 
Compoſe your Paſſi 58 Lc your 
Prejudices and burn your Novels; then 
Fead, with Candor and Attention, three 


B 2. Volumes 


— —_— 4 — 
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| ditions— 3 
| green and | got” A Soldiet of the firſt 


thall be exemplary to you, | 
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Volumes of Diſcoui my Formerly AR 
at the Temple C h arch: You will unavoid- 
ably receiye Coen and Delight—#6- 


1 ef 2 Vitæ—will very ſoon” be 


1 %% 


e and h pier Creatures. - If ye love 
Peau 0d Di znity of Language ſound 
UI Argu gunie tation, and Demon- 

ſtration of Tuche op infinite Tt portance, 

ſteal Kant our. Citelt of ee 
an Pans ime. enough to give theſe 
Vella 4. 4 ſerious h Peruſal. Ve 
will then be than for underſtanding a 
miore\ exalted 1 1 550 than —— 
desk, + 8 la eib gte 


1 101912 6 bt 


Many of you, it 18 is thought, 80 likely 


141” 


to be called to the Defence of our 


du ry : The Relioibiifof it is Its ꝑrekteſt 
F ce e 


Dg— and will” conftittte the trueſt 
Merit of © your vigour againſt its Ehemies. 
Wear it Be ur Hearts in all your Expe- 

1177 Laurels Will then be ever 


iſtinction in the Annals of —— World 


* . - 


" = 


— media inter prelia Ges. 
an cœli ax Vs, Juperiſque vacavi. 


Juli us 


D HALO N xi 

2 5 Cæſar amidſt the weighty Cares of 
s,Copamandy the Toils'of War, and the 
very. Canfuſion of Battle, aun Leiſure to 
expreſs his Duty to We Go and 
_ do, likewiſe :., (Fey rn. 91 5 PAT and 
Victuerand.jber : onoureg the Con- 
queſt, of; youf Vices, and,t 5 me alici- 


08 BarmiAh ef pr Country... |” 


'S 618 wp 


- My-ebiofyladucemeps, cn hi able 
tion is a Conviction of the miſchievous E 
fects of your;Examples. Ne are diffu ing 
the Poiſon of your Imm rs OG 15 Fig 
preſent Stage of Life, 20 ye are layir 155 80 
8, 


certain Foundation of a barren, ule ſe 


temptible, wicked, and therefore'c com- 
fortle IE Age Enn It don, do yneb1 
0 JM: 8 2 01 D 310 


„L know. very, ==, Mee i5.poth g new 
or ſtriking in this Compoſi 1 1 777 pf 
any Degree of Reuß and Thinking ; apd 
for that very Reaſon 1 1 rels it. to you, It 
pretends no Diſcove ry. io be 
nor any Depth in, theological now edge : 
There is, not, however, either! in, the, Diſ- 
courſe, or in the Heart of its Author, ; any 
of the Preciſeneſs of Fanaticiſm, or the 
offenſive Cant of Enthuſiaſm, He very 
ſincerely wiſhes an uniyerſal Reformation ; 
2a catholic Practice of our moſt holy Reli- 
| gion; 


Plato cauld ener aſpirp to 


—— 
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„och ned} 19woÞ wdgimls 10 „gam. 
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gion ; and [an./unceſerved.” 
ment and Reverence of the Power « of God. 
In this Caſe, ye would be intitled to in- | 
finitely more honourable Additions than 


— — Gries 
Jan NSS BOOT) DOSY 2 


"0 very b will b, 


47 10 zailoze'] Ad 0 A 14 N N 
10 Jod¹ DAI 2 oi gni 2 TY 8 
Ws oft s ' 9yi92009 udn 4 


42102. 11 dad chi AIs 3c 23 


alt bus 20 ict dnot eh n enoiehoin | 
T9bivg g2REeviiool bas moBHW Anfengr | 
Sv121dO e lis A1 * 101184 N 


010 \ 
M le bs, ming; nie manibytitium, muT 
obne 3; ONEg ation! 97 91109 De M2189 N 


4 
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111575 pal 5 Une 27 Mio ©y 89 ir 64 
| >110410mH $1001 yt} 


by lie Chat on Fe 


Had at, . 40 id the 


3 of - thei Barth u A 
wy Rigbs bund bun Jpannilthe 


W When I call umd 
ther, they Maud up together. 


HE very beſt Faculties of the 
moſt ingenious Mind cannot poſ- 
hbly conceive a more awful 
Imaye of almighty Power than theſe 


Words of the Prophet repreſent to us. 


Conſider the Earth we inhabit, the Pro- 
ductions of it that ſupport us, the glorious 
Scenes of Pleaſure with which it enter- 
tains us, the liberal Profuſion of Accom- 
modations it pours forth for us, and the 
amazing Wiſdom and Contrivance evident 
in a Part of ee your Obſerva- 

ahr! tion 


* 2 multitudinem pecorum, partim ad veſcen- 
um, partim ad cultus agrorum, partim ad vehendum, 


partim 


116 

tion to the Heavens above us; look on 
that aſtogiſhing. Multitude of 
Lights, Ack iel in moſt magnificent 


Order to ſerve and comfort us; comtem- 
plate the immenſe Expanſe; the bound- 


leſs. Firmathent; recollect the Times and 


Seaſons 


the Day s and Years dependent on 
fio of the heaven Bodies 4 
ly reflect on theſe" affecting Ob- 
jects, and then aſk your- Hearts What that 
Being muſt be who th | the. Earth out 

of nothing—who ſi pread out the Heavens 
—who ſpake, and th ey We ele alle; © ; Com- 
manded, and they 575 a W pal 
unto chem. 100 752 Rand a 7 Pg. 1) 


Theſe its ae beixhought at 


firſt, View apprgpriated.to:the. Learned. 1% 


Men of Leiſure and profound: Contempla- 
tion; 3 and toiba pbgye the Rege of cem- 
mon Capacities, and illiterate Nnderſtand- 
ings. But conſider, how. many. Ages Wart 
left to this ſimgle niyer ſal Method of Ja: 
ſtruction, withoug any gther Notices, than 
a few icperffcti and: ſtrangglx e orEU Hd 

iA 3107 "vis Nev! BED Traditions: 


pottim ad corpora veſikenits: 3 ipſum quaſi 


contemplatorem. Cœli ac. Neor - 
rem: Nike duni aden 4 e 
Dt Lab. 1. 


parknti gag. "Cicero T 


Traditions: It aa then be i impo ible to 


Unie 


ſuppoſe chat there are not" in 73 Works 
of God ſufficient, Evidences of | bis Being 


and Wiſdg Hi and proper fncitemgnts to 
various Nee, pt to 5 natural 


F aculties s of e n an N e wi 

OUS., to 8 

3 By Of 1 r left, 8 5 out 
0 a £ Fol FIN 75 


mite d 125 es 
Power, aug 5117 JUO <a —ꝗ— 11 2 
Other Gps, diſcgye 30g them 
they 01 5914 BY 8 Foo 95 an 10 
they wer no e Wha nf neit ff had 
the 0 Naos Lage el is Law. 
— lies They 


— o, imüſt he AHerived Team 


Demohſtrations f the Attributes 
— 50f tlie Delty Plainly in- 
ſetibed On AIP the Parts of Natüte! Theſe 
Impreſſions tere to be Uf et ſal, becauſe 


they were td end Al Melt che Kndw 


ledge df ele Muth. They were not! cal- 
colated®forl the wiſe" and fred ofly— 
che Pride of Learning, and the Preſump- 
tion of ; Philoſophy; afteni-darkened: their 


Mn eee HT en nerf 
thoſe) noble 5, that were always diſ- 


C | coverable 


N 

T1387] 
coverableichy the naked Eye of modeſt 
Simplicity and unaffected Inquiry. 
The Proofs of ſeveral gtand Points of 
Religion and Piety: offered to bur Senſes 
in the Fabrice and OConſtitutian ef Na- 


ture, may be conſidered as the Tefti 


of Gol hiniſelf} "and afford a very Hire 
and profitable Inſtruction. To" this Teſti- 


mony Gad required an univerſtt” Atten- 


tion; r elſt he was regürdlefs of the Mo- 
rality of the general Part of his ration 
Creatures; which is itmipoffible tö Be iA 
gined. If therefore he epd Improve. 
ment in religious Semtimentss and Ad- 
vancerient in Duty,” from Bvidences” bf 
his own Perfections, and of ot Depths 
dence en him; legible in the Frame of 
Natufe; the Diſtovery of theſe Evidetices 
cannot be attended with any Difficultics 
inſurmountable by the general Capacitics 
of his Crestutes för Whoſe Inftruction 
they were intended. yo eO 34. 
Theft 27 nb Diffevtfits ih the Difes: 
very of theſd ProofE? Bvery honeft' Mind 
will diſcern in all the Objects that ſur- 
round us amazing Demanſtrations. of Wiſ- 
dom and Contrivance, and“ very "affecting 
Monuments of a moſt diffuſive Liberality. 
ä Contemplate 


[19] 


Contemplate any Part of Nature, any 


Production of the Earth, or any of; the 


Ornaments of the Heavens: « Confider 
their Structure and their Uſes, how per- 
fectly they are adapied to all the Purpoſes 
appointed for them, how, faithfully they 
anſwer all the Ends ur Experi- 


ence; teaghesr us tex pect from them: 


How. conſiſtently wich their, ſevenal,Con- 
neRtions and. Relations 40, other Parts of 
the Syſtem they gonſtantlyſ perſeyere: 
And how - LOVAT) they ꝓromote our 
Happineſs and Comfort. Then look out 
fp. an adequate, Cauſe of all theſe Things. 
How game, they here ? What gonſtructed 
ang. eſtabliſhed them What taught the 
Earth, to hing forth an inexpreſſible Va- 
ricty, of Fruits? What ſinſtructed the 
Moon fn ffher certain Scaſons, or whence 
knows, the Sun, his going dyn? Fork, 
To themſolvgs at is ĩmpgſſible to aſcribe 
the Offices they per form There are no 
Arguments of Heſign or Intention in any 
of, hem z, Unqerſtand ing they haye none : 
11t 18g aide, 201 ls ni U No 


n inter mittit ſuo t pore, 


u 75 Liam ladlnefoaras, fg dessefe, br 
90 ieee, pampinis pubeſcejſe 11+ 


Vi * = FAS lug rtate incurveſcere, 


„ Horere omtmn, uno! 
Fonzes ſcatere, herbis prata conveſtirier. 


Cic. 
C 2 
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No. Part of. Matter is at all intelligent. 
It cannot. tHerefore- be ithe Author of its 
own Exiſtence;nnomat eee de- 
terminate Proceedings,1ic | 49. 20 


Win Chagee ot Actiiont' albu for 

theſe N 4 f. furtfich And Explanation 
of the ſeveral” Apbearandes ef natural Ob- 
jects ? To theo Diſgrhee of the human 
Heart and Und ing it hath" ſome- 
times been pretendedt; directly contrary 
to the ſincere Dictates of the bne; and 
the abſolute Conviction of the othet Vice 
introduced u Notidn of city and Arrogance 


and flagitious Follyſ endeavoured to ſup- 


pott it. Men ie tHoſeitd Rontinut in 


diſſalute profligate Odurſes wanted: a; Shel- 
tet from the Storms f Gonſcience, an 

Ex pedient to diſarmi it of ts Sting. Re- 
flection an their on Practices: was tor- 
menting to! then on the Suppoſition that 

an infinite Being created and governed 
this World,\took Cognizance of the Ac- 

tions of Men, and would ſome time or 

other puniſhi their Wickedneſs. They 

therefore bore down and ſuppreſſed theſe 

natural Sentiments, that they might not 

interrupt them, and occaſionally perſuaded 

themſelves that the Formation of the ſe- 

veral Parts of Nature, and the Events ari- 

ſing 


- 
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ſing from them, were accidental. This 


wants no Confutation—every Mans Senſes 


muſt fill him with Contempt and Abhor- 
rence of ſuch Opinions and the Mecha- 
idm of ip ſimpleſt. Odiget in the Univerſe 
will rife, up, in the Judgment, and con- 


gemn the Maintainers af them..... , ., 


There is no Where to be found duch 
a Variety of enormous Abſurgitics and 
ſtrange Cofitradictidns; as in the Accounts 


of the Production and (Adminiſtration of 


the Warld Which we meet with in the 


chimerical Rambles of antient Sophiſtry, 


and the profane gyſterus of modern Infi- 


delity. Their Writiogs : abound with 


Inmaginatwngridicatdns-ard fextravagant 


with Improprieties evident tand (offenſive 


to any common Underſtanding. This 


will immediately receive its Prof from 
an Inipection oß their Arguments. 


And how ſhieufd it Be otherwiſbꝰ They 
are, as St: PB Tays, esu beit Gb in the 
World Rave” him out of ithE Account— 
diſcharge hit ffôm all Share and Con- 
cern in the Generation and Management 
of matefal Natures, and exclude his 
Agency from all Direction in the Conſti- 
tution of the Univerſe. After this, the 


Cauſes they aſſign of the ſeveral Effects 
viſi- 


[ 22 J 
viſible in the World are manifeſtly inade- 
quate, and the Conſequences deduced 
from ſuch Principles are monſtrous and 
impoſſible. ei 11 SM096990—21 7, 


The Powers bf? a plaſtie 


Natute, the 


Ejficieficy off natural Cuuſes, ànd the in- 


variable Opxtation of Neoeffity or Fate, 

have all been! Wunded ve ey higk in the 
Philoſophy of ſome — 5 ak Men, 
and have equally defotmed the Specula- 
tions of their ſeveral Patrons with Itnpiety 
and Nonſenſe; Fhis is cke natural Con- 
ſeguence of lebving the plaim icaſy Path of 
Senſe and Reaſon, through a wifetched 
Affectation of traverſing the idurk Wilds 
of Suppoſition and Rofinememtw. 

But, the Believer's Byftetn of Philoſ>- 
phy! 50 inkallible and uflerckptionable; 


confiſtent i All its Parts, 3 venle- 


rable in all its Vieweniirmfbitable | and 
uſeful” i a>" its Repreſentations! His 
Senſes! tell birt chat thie Wofles of Erea- 
tion''ate Demonſtrations of the Wiſdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs of their Author: 
Apd his Bible tells krirt that the” Hand of 

an infinite God hath laid dhe Foundation 
of the, Earth, "and that his Right Hand 
hath {panned the Heavens. - Th gere n no 
Difficulty in i the Comprehe! 


fince 


90. 0 this; 
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ſince a Cauſe is produded / equal to alle Oc- 


currences, and ſhecauſe alb Dhiags are poſ- 
ſible with God: Thee can bel nu Delu- 
ſion in it —becauſe it is ſuppoxted and 
proved hy/theſexpreſs Evidences af our 
on, Faculties, and the poſſtive, Neclara- 
tions of Cod., Li ub. pa Eyes. on 
high, .,and\i $ehald who hath entated theſe 
Tings, that bringeth out rein Hadticby 
Number — far, |that be 1y\ | firpng in Potuar 
not one fatieth, Iſa. xl. as. The Prophet 
alledges here, that you! cannot lift up your 
Eyes, and view the exact Order and mag 
nificent Regularity of the hrayenly BO 
dies, without being convinced that there 
is a wiſe . Author of Nature, Whou iirſt 
created;! apd, {fill preſerves; this Sy ſtem of 
Things. They are called Gpd's Hoſt ma 
this, ang many other geriptures; begauſe 
he t preſides over, and places them, (in 
their proper Rank and Order; and they 
ee keep, thols/ Stations he bath f ap- 

MY li to enonsJtnomatd pointed 


8 _— 19 an cats hang > 


di, h. de ede eee 


dem cur 


3 . ö — Mg orhutam - poſſumuſne 
re sR aliquis EFF 68 Pi e 
pin irg 


tanti e et muneris. Tosc 
t Manent cuncta non quia æterna ſunt, ſed quia de- 
fenduntur CURA'REGENTIS, 
Hæc conſervat Ax Ir Ex. Se NEC. Ep. 58. 
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pointed for them, and fulfil the Cons 
mands he gives them. For 


Secondly, That infinite Being . who 
created all Things, who laid the Founda- 
tion of the Earth, who ſpanned the Hea- 
vens, did not then reſign his Influence, 
his Authority, oyer them, nor diſclame the 
Conduct and Direction of his Works, On 
the contrary, he ſtill perpetually regulates 
and controuls them, aith to any Part of 
Creation, GO and it _goeth: © Do 
this”—and it doth it: And, in the noble 
Language of the Text, calls unto, them, 
and they Hand up together. Like dutiful 
and obedient Servants, they wait the Call 
the Command of their ſupreme Maſter : 
There is no diſputing or evading his Au- 
thority, no Py 76k or Ambiguity pre- 
tended, they inſtaitly obey his Summons, 
prepare to execute his Orders. 


This is fo reaſonable, that were we not 
aſſured of the Truth of it from undenia- 
ble Authorities in the Word of God, our 
own Judgments would convince us of it. 
We ſhould unayoidably conelude that as a 
Being of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs at 
firſt created the Univerſe, ſo he certainly 
reſerves the Sovereignty and Dominion over 
it in his own Hands. No Power inferior 

. to 


* | 2 
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td that which firſt produced it out of no- 


thing could be thought equal to the Go- 
vernment of it, could prevent its deviating 
into general Diſorder. Nona 


- But reaſonable as, this Perſuaſioh'? is, it 
hath often been ee and treat d with 


Contempt by the al nd b by the'V Vie 1008, 
The Laws of] 2 g 5 Agency of 


ſecond Caufes; 2 dete ded by 
them, as rai 4 Event i in 
the phy 8 is 77 


fone 68000 Ko 1 N. 010 peer i 
ſach Srv Ad My Mende is are 


Crag all "gut — elde bY ber the 


by the Van heir Mi 2 
their By #4 Heart's 7 1 


preſumption of Philofs bh that! eaves ® 

ety and Modeſty it 0 1 0 FA 95 
betrayed into Ablur ity and Act 
Their ſurpriſin Pen ration covers. th 

all Things continue 1 * ho whe 15 . 
Begiring of the Crete "thefefore 
they mock and defide the pe of | his 


Coming „ and Mag A all Kio Wed ge- 


ments 2 his Po wet. Yiws they have 
given tot cle fever? * ; of "Nature, they 
A 18 Be heb IS | think 


10 * * che che de ee, 75 ac}; 0 a bd 3, 
D 
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think ſufficient for the Oeconomy of it; 


without the leaſt Attention of any intellec- 
tual Being: And then, with equal Decency 
and Reaſon, conclude, Let us eat and 
« drink—for To-morrow we die; Let 


us gratify every Appetite and Paſſion, range 


at large in all the Paths of laxurious ſenſual 
Indulgence, and then, with our F ellow- 
brutes, fink into Nothing. But this laſt No · 
tion will preve a moſt unhap py Miſtake ; 
They will not, muſt not, fink 9 Nothing: 
They maſt appear before that god whoſe 
Power they have'difowned! When be calls 
unto them they muſt and up rogether : 
They will then tremble at the W 
of their impious wretched Philoſor 


The Laws of Nature, ſecond Ca 5 hs 
all other material Powers a are 'inticely x paſſive, 
are merely Inſtruments! in the H vor God, 
governed by original Tmpreflions, and by 
occaſional inftuentes of his Will. «As 
« God,” ſays the excellent Mr. Byyſe, © is 
* moſt abſolute and free, ſo 18 he an om- 
4 niſcient Being: And as by bis fupreme 
* Dominion over the Works of his Hands, 
* he hath 4 Right to diſpoſe of them as he 
< thinks beſt for his own Glory;. ſo upon 
te the Score of his unfathomable Wiſdom 
he may have N in the Anomalies 

« that 


[27] 
ee that happen in the World, which we are 
too ſhort-ſighted to diſcern; and may ex- 
c erciſe as much Wiſdom, nay, and as much 
Providence in ſometimes receding from 
« what Men call Laws of Nature, as he 
* did at firſt 1 in F in eftabliſhing them.” 


The Pillars of the Earth are the Lord's, 


and he hath ſet the World upon them: The 
Elements of Nature are his Miniſter Fire 
and Hail, Snow and Vapour, Wind and 
Storm, fulfil his Word. They regularly ob- 
ſervethe Bounds he hath appointed for them, 
diſcharge the Offices he gave them, and ob- 
ſerve the general Lawsof their Conſtitution: 
— And for Particular Purpoſes of his Wiſ- 
dom and Government, whenever he calls 
upto them, they and up, together. 

But why this Declaration to the People of 
Iſrael ? They were not, Infidels in this re- 


ſpect, they believed and acknowledged God 


to be the Creator of Heaven and Earth, and 
that he fulfilled his Will in both; It is very 
true that they believed all this; and it is al- 
ſo true that they Red as if they had not 


tion wo his Power. 
the Chapter are full of their Impieties; 
they were rebellious and profligate - they 
RE were 

+ See Mr. Bayle's Notion of Nture, a2. 160. 


| The former Parts of 


1 


28.1 Vine 
were petverſe and obſtinate—their Neck 
was an Iron Sinew—and they were idola- 
trous—they gave his Glory'to another, It 


was neceſſary therefore by frequent De- 


ſcriptions of almighty Power to alarm them 
into ſerious Reflection, and to warn them 


of the Danger of their wicked Provocations. 


The very ſame Thing is neceſſary now. 
Chriſtians are convinced that the Lord is a 
4 ſ 

God of Power. — that his Right-hand hath 
the Pre · eminence, and bringeth mighty 
Things to paſs that he created, and has 
an abſolute Dominion over, the whole 
World. But then this Conviction is not 
efficacious witliin them, doth not influence 
their Lives and Actions they are ſecure 
and negligent of it, and ſo provoke God to 
exert it to their Deſtruction. In the Days of 
Inſpiration and Prophecy the divine Powor 
was enforced by immediate Commiſſion 
from God; in later Days it has been fre- 
quently ſhewn by very extraordinary and 
amazing + Manifeſtations of it in the Frame 
| [44 aher jd of 

t We muſt conſider that as God is an independent, 
free, and wiſe, ſo is he «Iſo a jult Agent and therefore 
may very well be ſuppoſgd to cauſe) many [rrepularities 
arg > Þ.ta8Ces tw. the World, to puniſh thoſe that 
Mer) deen ouilty of, He is not over-ruled by the 
heggfirong Motions of Matter; but ſometimes purpoſely 
OVET-1 uics che regular Unes to execute his Juſtice 3 and 


phecciore Plagues, Earthquakes, Inundations, and the 
| 7 4 . T5 Sd © like 


— WW wt — 
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M 
of Nature. God's Deſign is the ſame in all 
theſe Diſpenſations He thereby preaches 


Repentance to us — expects us to obſerve 
therefrom, that, if we will not turn, he 


will whet his Sword; and to conclude up- 


on all ſuch Warnings that he hath bent his 
Bow, and made it ready. As the Apoſtle 
therefore-ſaith,on another Occaſion, ould 
ye not be afraid of | the; Power, would ye 
wiſh not to be terrified inſupportably, tho 
the Earth be. mayed, and co the Hills be 
carried into the Midſt of the Sea? Do that 
which is good, and ye ſhall. have Praiſe of 
the ſame; perſevere in virtuous Chriſtian 
Lives, and, ye ſhall have # Support, Com- 
fort, and. Protection from the Power of 
God. This you cannot ſuppoſe to depend 
upon any tranſient Start of Piety, any ſud- 
den occaſional Glow of Devotion, any mo- 
mentary Act of Duty, ſuch as the Obſerva- 
tion of a Faſt, be it with ever ſuch Strict- 
neſs or Sglemnity, or on any incidental 
Humiliation, It is a much weightier Mat- 
ter: It includes a ſettled habitual Love and 


ban IE 21 bot 28 Honor 
like deſtructire Calamities, though they are ſometimes 
Irregularities in Nature; yet, for that very Reaſon, they 
are deſigned by Providence, which intends by them to 
deprive wicked Men of that Life, or of thoſe BI leſſings of 
Liſe, whereof their Sins have rendered them unworthy. 
Mr, Boyle's Notion of Nature, P. 162. 
t Si fractus illabatur orbis 
Impavidum ferient t uinæ. 


[3 1 
Honor of Almighty God, and a fincere 
uniform Deportment in the Ways of his 
Commands. When the Hand of God is 
lifted up, let all the Earth be filent before 
him: They 27 / be filent before him, their 
| Fears will humbleandconfound them, their 
Hearts will fail them, their Faces will ga- 
ther Blackneſs. But, when the * Judg- 
ments are over, when there are no more 
Tokens of the Wrath and Indignation of 
| God, then is the true Time for ſhewing 
| your Submiſſion and Regard to him, and 
| | for proving that his monithry N 
| are not loſt upon you. A ON (1: 1701: 11) 
God often diſplayed' bis Pont bier the 


| | Works of Nature, in a not ſtüpendous 
Manner, to convinee and warn the People 
of Iſrael. Marvelins Tings did be in the 
XXI VN . 84111 Tan 
* A prefumptaous ada in pronouncing on 
1 extraordinary Events 0 to ene . e 
Monks, Methodiſts, and jgnoran © Enth 
| true Account of divine Prodigits tu te i ths Eben of 
Biſhop Sprat: All the Cteatutes are ems God's 
« Word by which they were Ir; FE ws can alter their 
« Courſes, exalt or deſtroy th res, and move 
<« them to different Ends from their gyn, according to 
his Pleaſure—this he has often done heretofore—ltill 
te his Arm is not ſhortened, + not the ſame-Omnipotence 
t diminiſhed—ſtill he may change the wonted Laws of 
cc the Creation, and diſpoſe of the Beings and Motions 
« of all Things without Controul : And when this is 
« done it is with a peculiar' Delign of pUNIiSHING 
« REWARDING, or FOREWARNING Mankind.“ 


Hijt. of the Rey. Sac. P. 357. 


On Aero, —— a 9 — — 02 ———HADũA—4ti. gͤ— 4 A —— — ] [ 


N Ta) 
Land of Egypt, in the Field 'of Toan: E 


di tided the Seca, and the Waters flood 'as u 


Heap: He clave the Rock : He led them in 
the Day Time with a Cloud, and all the Night 
with a Light of Fire. What were the Ef- 
fects of theſe aftoniſhing Wonders? Why 


they ſinned yet more and more, they forgot - 


his Works, they tempted, and they infulted 
him. What was the Reaſon of ſuch amaz- 


ing Behaviour? Why they were a ſtubborn 
and rebellious Generation. They ſet not 
their Hearts aright;/ and their Spirit was not 
ſtedfaſt with God. And what was the Con- 

fequence of ſuch Proceding? Mark it ; God 
is uniform in the Exerciſe of his Attributes, 
the very ſame Conſequence muſt always fol- 
low in Caſes of the ſame Nature: God heard 
their Ingratitude, and was roth; ſo a Fire 
was kindled*in Jacob, and Anger caine up 
8 4 Hrael, Pſ. Kxviii. 

Keep therefore yqut Hearts with all Dili- 
genee Let your Spirits eleave ſtedfaſt unto 
God-—Own and adore him in all the Works 
of his Hands, and in every Operation of his 
Providence: Let his Mercies and his Judg- 
ments lead you to an unfeigned Repentance, 


to a thorough. forſaking of your Sins. Then 


will ye, in all Events, be ſafe under his 
Wings: Then ſhall we (both as individuals, 


and 


5 
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| and 6 People) be piellerved by biö rd 
tection; the treacherous. Enemies of this 


Church and Nation ſhall not be able to doit 
Violence, the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail 


againſt it. Theſe are the ſure Mercies, the 
infallible Promiſes of the Goſpel; —If we 


1 live with a hearty Dependence upon them, 


in a religious Obſervance of the Conditions 
they are made with, and with a devout Con- 
fidence in the Mercy of God We have 
then no Reaſon to be diſcomfited, tho* the 
Powers of Heaven ſhould be ſhaken tho 
the Earth ſhould. reel to and fro like a 


 Drunkard—tho' the Waves of the Sea are 


mighty, and rage horribly: Becauſe, he 
that dwelleth on high is mightier—Be- 
cauſe he at whoſe Call they land up together, 


can fay to all the om of Nature, hi- 


therto ſhall ye go, and no further: And 
becauſe we are certain that whoſo putteth 
his Truſt in God, Mercy embraceth him 
on every Side, And therefore, 


7 9 God the Father, God the Son, ind. G0 
tr the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Glory, 
Honor, Power, Might," Majeſty, and 


Dominion, now and for EVE MOT. 
Amen, 


1 is 4105 


